[Progressive paraplegia in a somnolent child].
A somnolent small girl with septic symptoms and a progressive paraplegia was initially treated as having meningitis with complications. Subsequently it was discovered through magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) that she was suffering from spinal epidural empyema due to a staphylococcal superinfection on the basis of tuberculous vertebral osteomyelitis. Lacking surgical facilities therapy was carried out by the anesthesia department using multilevel epidural punctures and drainage. This article discusses the agreement of MRI findings with the interventional findings and the clinical features and shows the leading diagnostic role of MRI throughout the clinical course.